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On behal f  of  MassRobot ics ’  founders ,  board,  staf f ,  founding and annual  partners ,  res ident
startups,  and a l l  who have contr ibuted our  p lanning and part ic ipated in  the f ive years  s ince we
opened our  doors  in  Boston’s  Seaport  Innovat ion Distr ict ,  I ’m pleased share th is  F ive-Year
Impact  Report ,  a  ce lebrat ion of  a l l  we have accompl ished so far .  
 
Personal ly ,  I  am amazed at  how far  MassRobot ics  has come s ince the idea of  the organizat ion
was conceived by Danie l  Theobald,  Fady Saad,  Joyce S idopoulos,  Tye Brady and Steve Paschal l .
When I  was asked to lead the organizat ion—and the compel l ing opportuni ty  to help grow the
robot ics  community—I couldn’t  say no.
 
Were there ear ly  st ruggles  and quest ions? Of course.  We had to engage with academia,
pol i t ic ians and bus inesses.  And we needed to ra ise money to execute our  concept for  a  g lobal
hub for  robot ics .  Fortunately ,  v is ionary organizat ions Harmonic  Dr ive,  Vecna Robot ics ,  Amazon
Robot ics ,  iRobot,  Arrow,  Autodesk,  CIC,  Dassaul t  Sol idworks,  MassTLC,  BRC and IDA I re land
joined us as  founding partners ,  and a generous donat ion f rom the Deshpande Foundat ion
helped launch MassRobot ics .  The rest ,  as  they say,  i s  h istory .
 
Dur ing the ensuing years  we have grown our  innovat ion center  space,  programming,  startups
res idents  and partners .  More important ly ,  our  impact  has been fe l t  in  Boston,  in  Massachusetts ,
throughout the U.S.  and even across  the globe.  
I  could not  be prouder of  what  th is  team, organizat ion,  community  and industry  has
accompl ished.  We should a l l  be proud—and re lent less ly  dr ive toward what ’s  next .  That ’s  how
you make impact  last ing and meaningfu l .
 
This  report  serves to share our  impact  loca l ly  and global ly ,  establ ish ing Boston as  the hub of
robot ics .  Our industry  partners  and startups have connected the needs and chal lenges of
industry  with innovat ive solut ions that  so lve rea l -wor ld chal lenges.  We’ve bui l t  a  d iverse ta lent
pipel ine and encouraged students  to pursue STEM and robot ics  as  a  career .  And we’ve stayed
true to our  or ig ina l  miss ion:
 
Help enable and grow the next  generat ion of  robot ics  and smart  connected device companies
by provid ing entrepreneurs  and innovators  with the fac i l i t ies  and resources they need to
develop,  prototype,  test ,  chal lenge and nurture ear ly  ideas.
 
As robot ics  cont inues i ts  rapid adopt ion by every industry ,  we wi l l  cont inue to grow and
support  the ecosystem global ly .  That ’s  our  miss ion,  our  impact  and our  respons ib i l i ty .
I  express  my grat i tude to a l l  who contr ibute to our  success  and industry  and look forward to a
future f i l led with poss ib i l i t ies .
 
 

F I V E  Y E A R S  A N D  J U S T  G E T T I N G  S T A R T E D :

A  P e r s p e c t i v e  f r o m  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  T o m  R y d e n

Impact. That’s why MassRobotics was created, and today, at our
five-year mark, what we’ve achieved. While this organization and
our industry have a long way to go, that road is populated with
optimism, evidence of progress and the promise of an ever-growing
future.

 

- Tom Ryden 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

MassRobotics is the collective work of a group of Boston-area engineers, rocket scientists,

and entrepreneurs. With a shared vision to create an innovation hub and startup cluster

focused on the needs of the robotics community, MassRobotics was born.
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M I S S I O N

We help create and scale the next generation of successful robotics and connected device

companies by providing entrepreneurs and innovative robotics/automation startups with the

workspace and resources they need to develop, prototype, test, and commercialize their

products and solutions.

W H A T  W E  D O  

Bui ld  a  s t rong  and  v ibrant
ecosys tem to  a t t rac t  compan ies
and  inves tments  in  the  robot i cs
i ndus t ry .  
Offer  best- in-c lass
in f ras t ruc ture ,  bus iness  suppor t
and  p ro to typ ing  fac i l i t i es  to
enab le  the  un fe t te red  deve l opment
o f  robot i c /au tomat ion  sys tems .
Ant ic ipate  needs  and  roadb locks
fo r  en t repreneurs  i n  o rder  to
prov ide  the  smoothes t  poss ib l e
path  to  g rowth .

Prov ide  innovat ion  and  investment
back  to  the  h igh  tech  commun i ty
th rough  acqu is i t i on  oppor tun i t i es ,
techno logy  l i cens ing ,  and  fac i l i t a ted
innovat ion  sabbat i ca l s .
Deve lop  common-need  techno logy
se rv i ces  ( i . e .  sensors ,  suppor t ,  and
s tandards )  fo r  the  robot i cs
commun i ty .
Insp i re  the  next  generat ion  o f
innovato rs  and  bu i lde rs  th rough  in-
house ,  hands-on  STEM co l l abora t ion
and  in i t i a t i ves .

https://www.masstlc.org/case-study-how-masstlc-helped-facilitate-the-creation-of-a-robotics-innovation-hub/
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2018

2020
(COVID)

2017

2019

Held Ribbon Cutting with Mayor and Governor in
January 
Transitioned to virtual events
Due to COVID, closed facility to all but 4 essential
companies 

 

Began planning for expansion of facilities 
Worked with architects to design purpose-built
space 
Secured support from state through the
MassWorks grant program 
Construction of new space began

Shared MassRobotics' vision with city of
Boston's Mayor Walsh in March 
Raised seed funding from 11 founding
partners
Worked with Boston on securing space

18 STARTUPS 

35 STARTUPS

TODAY

FEBRUARY 2022  
 60+ STARTUPS
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40 STARTUPS

2021
(COVID)

55 STARTUPS

M A S S R O B O T I C S  T I M E L I N E  A N D  G R O W T H

2016
Incorporated in 2015

1 STARTUP 

Opened our 15,000 sq. ft. "alpha" space
1st resident American Robotics moved in 
Held Ribbon Cutting in February
Held first Robot Block Party

Installed tools and technologies to operate a COVID-
safe workspace
Reopened in full capacity in July 
Held RoboBoston - expanded 4th Annual Block Party 
Started girls high school STEM Jumpstart Program

Completed construction of 25,000 sq.ft.
expansion
Began Signature Series events around
focused industries
Held high school pilot STEM Drone Camp 
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O U R  S H O R T  H I S T O R Y

How did MassRobotics start? 
 

MassTLC established the Massachusetts Robotics Cluster in 2004 to bring together companies,

institutions, and individuals engaged in robotics research, education, product design, and

commercialization. During these cluster meetings, industry leaders discussed breakthrough ideas—

one of which was developing an innovation hub and co-working space focused on robotics. Cluster

members worked together to develop a business plan and organization that would accelerate and

escalate robotics technology and adoption. In 2015, those ideas came to fruition, and MassRobotics

was formed as a non-profit with a mission to support the growing robotics ecosystem.

 



This is what our residents are saying about us
 

"Finding a home for a hardware venture is not that easy. After looking long and hard we
settled on MR. Why? An involved, energetic and results oriented leadership team that really
cares, a will ingness to go bat for resources to support the needs of our venture and a level

of support that is truly exceptional." Founder, International Fabric Machine 

HOSTED

108
STARTUPS 

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 
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23%
AVERAGE STARTUP

GROWTH
ANNUALLY 

S T A R T U P  G R O W T H
E C O S Y S T E M  S U P P O R T
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$350M

SUPPORT

400+
 ROBOTICS

COMPANIES

450+

Number of entrepreneurs at MassRobotics

Our powerful ecosystem of support companies includes local manufacturers and suppliers, strong
venture capital community partners, and a high density of technical academic institutions producing
a vibrant talent pipeline and experienced mentors. 

R a i s e d  b y  M a s s R o b o t i c s  s t a r t u p s  
E m p l o y e e  c o u n t  a c r o s s  a l l  o u r
s t a r t u p s  t o d a y

" M a s s R o b o t i c s  i s  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  h u b  f u l l  o f  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  p a s s i o n a t e  f o u n d e r s ,
t h a t  g i v e s  i t s  r e s i d e n t s  a c c e s s  t o  w o r l d - c l a s s  m e n t o r s h i p ,  t a l e n t ,  a n d  p r o t o t y p i n g

f a c i l i t i e s .  I t ' s  t h e  p e r f e c t  p l a c e  f o r  s t a r t u p s  t o  i n n o v a t e ,  g r o w ,  a n d  c r e a t e
a m a z i n g  p r o d u c t s . "  C T O ,  C l e o  R o b o t i c s



Startup residents origination

Partners Headquarters 

Delegations & Visitors
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M A S S R O B O T I C S :  A T T R A C T I N G  T H E   R O B O T I C S
A N D  A I  C O M M U N I T Y  F R O M  A R O U N D  T H E  G L O B E  
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market
picks

S t a r t e d  a t  M a s s R o b o t i c s  i n

2 0 1 7  

R a i s e d  $ 3 3 M

E x p a n d e d  t o  J a p a n  i n  2 0 2 1  

G r o w n  t o  7 5  e m p l o y e e s

O U R  R E S I D E N T  S T A R T U P  A C H I E V E M E N T S  
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We at MassRobotics bel ieve the greatest measure of our success is  the
success of the startups we support.  Whether they are growing their  team,
advancing to manufacturing, landing investors,  or impacting their  customers,
we are proud of their  achievements.    

M a s s R o b o t i c s  1 s t  r e s i d e n t  

R a i s e d  $ 1 0 M  i n  e a r l y  f u n d i n g

A c q u i r e d  b y  O n d a s  H o l d i n g s  f o r

$ 7 1 M  i n  2 0 2 1

G r o w n  t o  4 5  e m p l o y e e s  

M a s s R o b o t i c s '  2 n d  r e s i d e n t

R a i s e d  $ 3 2 M  i n  f u n d i n g

S e c u r e d  m a j o r  c o n t r a c t  w i t h

E x x o n M o b i l e

G r o w n  t o  2 5  e m p l o y e e s

5 0 +  h a z a r d o u s  t a n k s  i n s p e c t e d

S e c u r e d  f i r s t  S B I R  i n  2 0 1 8  

R a i s e d  $ 1 2 M  i n  f u n d i n g

T r a n s i t i o n  t o  p r o d u c t s  a n d

a w a r d e d  $ 2 1 M  i n  D o D  c o n t r a c t s

G r o w n  t o  4 2  e m p l o y e e s   

" M a s s R o b o t i c s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  u s e f u l  a n d  v a l u a b l e  p a r t n e r s  P i s o n  h a s .
T h e i r  n e t w o r k  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  c u s t o m e r s ,  p a r t n e r  c o m p a n i e s ,  a n d

g o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  t o  o u r  g r o w t h "  F o u n d e r ,  P i s o n



F o u n d e d  a n d  b e c a m e

R e s i d e n t  i n  2 0 1 9

D o z e n  d e s i g n  w i n s  i n  A I

A c q u i r e d  b y  L M I

T e c h n o l o g i e s  i n  2 0 2 1   

 

R a i s e d  $ 7 7 M

F D A  5 1 0 ( k )  C l e a r a n c e  f o r

A c t i v S i g h t ™  

2  P a t e n t s  r e l a t e d  t o  A c t i v S i g h t ™

G r o w n  t o  5 6  e m p l o y e e s   

    i m a g i n g  m o d u l e  
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F o u n d e d  i n  2 0 1 5

R a i s e d  $ 2 7 M

C u r r e n t l y  i n  3 0 +  U . S .  c i t i e s ,

5 0 +  p r o j e c t s  

M u l t i p l e  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s

i n c l u d i n g  I K E A  a n d  M a r r i o t t

G r o w n  t o  2 0  e m p l o y e e s  

 

G r e w  a n d  m o v e d  t o  o f f s i t e

f a c i l i t y  i n  2 0 1 8

B o o t s t r a p p e d  t h r o u g h  I n i t i a l

c u s t o m e r  c o n t r a c t

8 5 %  r e v e n u e  f r o m  U S  D o D

G r o w n  t o  3 8  e m p l o y e e s   
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" M a s s R o b o t i c s  i s  t h e  b e s t  g a t e w a y  t o  t h e  v e r y  r i c h
r o b o t i c s  e c o s y s t e m  i n  B o s t o n "  C E O ,  T a r g e t  A r m

" M a s s R o b o t i c s  h a s  h e l p e d  u s  i n  m y r i a d  w a y s .  P o i n t i n g  u s  t o  f u n d i n g
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  w o r k  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  c r e a t i n g  t h e  J u m p s t a r t  p r o g r a m ,  s h a r i n g

f a b r i c a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  I  c a n ' t  p i c k  j u s t  o n e  w a y "  C O O ,  G r e e n S i g h t  
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P A R T N E R S

T h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  1 1  f o u n d i n g  p a r t n e r s  w a s  c r i t i c a l

t o  k i c k  o f f  o u r  s u c c e s s .   
 
W e  h a v e  g r o w n  t o  i n c l u d e  p a r t n e r s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e

w o r l d  i n  t h e  m a n y  i n d u s t r i e s  t h a t  r o b o t i c s

t e c h n o l o g y  i m p a c t s .  W e  a l s o  h a v e  m a n y  s o c i a l  a n d

i n n o v a t i o n  e c o s y s t e m  p a r t n e r s  t h a t  m a k e  u p  o u r

v i b r a n t  c o m m u n i t y .  
 
O u r  p a r t n e r s  p r o v i d e  u n i q u e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h o u g h t

l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e i r  i n d u s t r i e s '  v e r t i c a l s  t o  h e l p

i m p a c t  s t a r t u p s ,  s u p p o r t  t h e  e c o s y s t e m  a n d  g r o w

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  m a n y  w a y s .
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P R O G R A M S  W I T H  O U R  P A R T N E R S

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p a c t f u l  t h i n g s  w e  d o

f o r  o u r  s t a r t u p s  i s  t o  e x p o s e  t h e m  t o  r e a l

c h a l l e n g e s  i n  t h e  m a r k e t .  W e  h a v e  w o r k e d

w i t h  a  n u m b e r  o f  o u r  p a r t n e r s  t o  h o s t

t e c h  c h a l l e n g e s ,  e n g a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m s

a n d  c a t a l y s t  p r o g r a m s .   

" M I T R E  i s  t h r i l l e d  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  m o s t  r o b u s t ,  t h r i v i n g  i n n o v a t i o n  e c o s y s t e m
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  r o b o t i c s  a n d  a u t o n o m o u s  s y s t e m s  c r e a t e d  a n d  l e a d  b y

M a s s R o b o t i c s . "
D i r e c t o r  o f  B r i d g i n g  I n n o v a t i o n ,  M I T R E

 

“ M a s s R o b o t i c s  h a s  p r o v e n  t o  b e  a n  i d e a l  p l a c e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  M i t s u b i s h i
E l e c t r i c  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e  R o b o t i c s  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  s t a r t u p  c o m p a n i e s  i n

t h e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  m a r k e t . ”  D e v e l o p m e n t  M a n a g e r ,  M i t s u b i s h i  E l e c t r i c



SEPTEMBER  2019 - MAY 2020

This challenge brought together several of our partners to participate in a search in  

 looking for innovation teams and startups to demonstrate enhanced real-time context

awareness (using two or more sensors) in Automation (factory or building), Mobility (ground

or air vehicles), Healthcare, and Open category (other kinds of sensor fusion Cyber-Physical

Systems). This challenge included the following partners: Mitsubishi Electric, Festo,

SolidWorks, Arrow, Sick.

Analog Devices Real Time Sensor Fusion Challenge 

SEPTEMBER 2019 - JUNE 2020

The Panasonic Prototype 3D LiDAR Challenge provided the opportunity for Panasonic to

find unique use cases for its new sensor. University teams provided cases including: point

cloud for interaction with robot arms, mobile robotics, combination sensor object detection

systems, object scanning, security systems and autonomous vehicle systems. 

Panasonic Prototype 3D LiDAR Challenge 

FEBRUARY 2020 - PRESENT

MassRobotics helped Mitsubishi Electric find and develop PoCs and potential investment

opportunities. Mitsubishi Electric sought startup companies that found creative solutions and

innovative technology to enhance their Factory Automation portfolio. They continue to work

with startups that represent unique opportunities and successful POCs that can be presented

and demonstrated to Mitsubishi Electric executive management

Mitsubishi Startup Engagement Program

JUNE 2021 - PRESENT

The Healthcare Robotics Startup Catalyst program helps to advance healthcare robotics

companies by providing the connections, guidance, resources they need to grow and succeed.

The aim is to connect healthcare robotics startups with customers, investors, suppliers,

marketing and overall support. Four companies were selected from four different countries -

Singapore, Switzerland, Canada and US. 

The Healthcare Robotics Startup Catalyst 

JANUARY 2022 - PRESENT

The AWS Robotics Startup Accelerator delivered by MassRobotics is a four-week technical,

business and mentorship accelerator opportunity open to robotics startups from around the

globe. The program provides resources to a select cohort of startups seeking to use AWS to

help them solve their robotics development, deployment and management challenges. 

The AWS Robotics Startup Accelerator

JUNE 2020 - NOVEMBER 2020

The GM Gripper Challenge sought startups, academia and integrators to develop a proof-

of-concept universal end effector capable of grasping and holding a variety of sheet metal

components for purpose of precise robotic assembly. GM selected 3 concepts and worked

closely with them on a Proof of Concepts (PoCs) for three months. 

GM Gripper Challenge
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A W A R D S
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M a s s  T L C  T e c h  T o p  5 0  f o r
b u s i n e s s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s

S t a r t u p  B o s t o n  T o p  3  B e s t
C o - w o r k i n g  S p a c e s

 

 

2020

2019

2021

A F C E A  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
T e c h n o l o g y  I n n o v a t i o n
A w a r d  f o r  u n i q u e  p r o c e s s
a n d  s o l u t i o n  p l a n n i n g ,
c r e a t i n g  a n d  s p e a r h e a d i n g
t h e  w o r l d ' s  f i r s t
i n d e p e n d e n t  r o b o t i c
i n n o v a t i o n  c e n t e r  

R o b o t i c s  B u s i n e s s  R e v i e w
f o r  B u s i n e s s  a n d
M a n a g e m e n t  I n n o v a t i o n  -
5 0  I n n o v a t i o n  A w a r d s

 

 

B o s t I n n o  T r a i l b l a z e r  -  5 0  O n
F i r e  A w a r d

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  b e i n g  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  o u r  w o r k .  
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C O L L A B O R A T I O N  W I T H  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  

O v e r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  M a s s R o b o t i c s  h a s  c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h
t h e  R o b o t i c s  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h a s  h o s t e d  1 0 0 +  e v e n t s  c o v e r i n g
a  v a r i e t y  o f  t o p i c s  a n d  i n d u s t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g :
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e ,  M a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  L o g i s t i c s  &  S u p p l y
C h a i n ,  C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  A g r i c u l t u r e  &  F o o d  T e c h n o l o g y ,
H e a l t h c a r e ,  S T E M  E d u c a t i o n ,  I n v e s t o r  D e m o  D a y s ,  R o b o t  B l o c k
P a r t i e s ,  C a r e e r  F a i r s  a n d  M O R E !  

4 ANNUAL ROBOT BLOCK PARTIES 2017-PRESENT  
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A  P L A C E  T O  W O R K .  A  P L A C E  T O  C O L L A B O R A T E .  A  P L A C E  T O  B U I L D .

20,000
ATTENDEES AT 100+

EVENTS

H O S T E D  O V E R

SEMI -ANNUAL INVESTOR DEMO DAYS 2017-PRESENT

W e  c u r r e n t l y  h o s t  c r i t i c a l  w o r k i n g  g r o u p s .  
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S T E M  P R O G R A M S   

A  c r i t i c a l  c o m p o n e n t  o f  w h a t  w e  d o  i s  e d u c a t i n g  t h e

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i n s p i r i n g  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n .  

C o n n e c t i n g  I n d u s t r y  t o  E d u c a t i o n  

Our STEM education goal is  to faci l i tate relat ionships between the robotics community
and the next generation of innovators.  We have hosted hundreds of students over the
past 5 years for workshops and tours.  In 2020 we started several  programs in
col laboration with our partners and residents.  
 



Industry Exposure and School Collaboration
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High-Level Tech Accessibi l ity

Adopt a School

Drone Academy 

Bridging the Gap for Women of Color in Tech

This equity-focused program is dedicated to creating direct

pathways for underrepresented groups in engineering. 

We created a training and internship fel lowship with GreenSight

to give young women in high school access to industry with the

necessary ski l ls  to excel.  

In our second year we have doubled the size of the cohort and

we wil l  continue to support these promising young students.

In collaboration with Amazon Robotics and

Brown University, we bring a college robotics

curriculum to the high school level during a

week-long workshop (since 2019).  

Students take home a working quadcopter that

they assemble and calibrate themselves. 

We aim to foster last ing relat ionships between school systems

and the tech industry to create better learning environments

and improved talent pipel ines.  

In this  program, our partners donate STEM kits ,  teacher

training, scholarships,  and part ic ipate in a k ickoff  workshop. 

In 2021, MITRE and TRI supported 4 local  schools,  gave

thousands in scholarships,  and have begun taking steps for

long-term partnerships.

 



The Next 5 Years
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We will continue to grow and
support the robotics industry
and network of partners!

-  M a s s R o b o t i c s  t e a m
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O
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:

 

Physical Growth

STEM Programs
-  G r o w  o u r  S T E M  a n d  t a l e n t  p i p e l i n e  
-  B r i n g  h i g h  i m p a c t  p r o g r a m s  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y

Startups

-  A t t r a c t  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o m i s i n g  s t a r t u p s
-  A c c e l e r a t e  s t a r t u p  g r o w t h
 

Partnerships

-  F a c i l i t a t e  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  c o n n e c t i o n s  
-  O f f e r  m o r e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  

Further our relationships across academia and
industry

-  E x p a n d  o u r  s p a c e  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  m o r e  s t a r t u p s   

-  D e v e l o p  f u t u r e  s t a n d a r d s  t o  h e l p  i n d u s t r y  g r o w t h  
 

Become a more impactful voice for the community 



F O U N D I N G  P A R T N E R S  

 
A N N U A L  P A R T N E R S  &  C O L L A B O R A T O R S  
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info@massrobotics.org

massrobotics.org

Social media
MassRobotics 

12 Channel St, Boston, MA 02210

http://massrobotics.org/
https://twitter.com/MassRobotics
https://www.instagram.com/massroboticsboston/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8vR767DQ0Mv0mkCLpXqH5w/featured
https://www.linkedin.com/company/massrobotics

